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Commonwealth of Maffachufetts. 


In the Year of our LORD, one Thoufand, feven 
Hundred and Eighty-five. 


An ACT for regulating and governing the 
Militia of the Commonwealth of Maffachufetts, 
and for repealing all Laws heretofore made for 
that Purpofe. 


HEREAS the laws now in force, for regulating the 
militia of the Commonwealth, are found to be infufficient fer 
the faid purpofe : 

Be it therefore enacted by the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives, 
in General Court affembled, and by the authority of the fame, That 
the feveral laws heretofore made for regulating the militia 
aforefaid, be, and hereby are repealed. 

Provided neverthelefs, That all actions and proceffes com- 
menced and depending in any Court within this Common- 
wealth, upon or by force of the faid laws, fhall, and may be 
fuftained and profecuted to final judgment andexecution ; and 
that all officers elected, appointed and commiffionated agreea- 
bly to law, fhall be continued in commiffion, and hold their re- 
fpective commands in the militia, in the fame manner as they 
would in cafe the faid laws were {till in force. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That the 
faid militia {hall be formed into a train-band, and alarm-lift ; 
the train-band to contain all able-bodied men, from fixteen to 
forty years of age, and the alarm-lift all other men under fixty 
years of age, excepting in both cafes {fuch as fhall be hereafter 
by this act exempted. And 
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And be it further ena&ed by the authority aforefaid, That the 
faid militia be, and hereby is formed into four divifions; the 
counties of Suffolk, Effex and Middlefex, compofing the firit 
divifion ; the counties of Hamp/hire, Worcefter and Berk/fhire, 
the fecond divifion ; the counties of Plymouth, Barnftable, Brif- 
tol, Dukes-County and Nantucket, the third divifion; and the 
counties of York, Cumberland and Lincoln, the fourth divifion. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That there 
ihall be a general and divifionary ftaff to each of the divifions 
aforefaid, confifting of one major-general, who fhall have two 
aids de camp, a deputy adjutant-general, who {hall alfo be in- 
fpector, and a deputy quarter-maiter. 

And be it further enacted by the authority eae, That the 
Governor, or commander in chief, with the advice of Coun- 
cil, be, and:hereby is authorized and empowered, to form the 
faid divifionsinto brigades, regimentsand companies ; andfrom , 
time to time to alter and divide fach brigades, regiments and - 
companies, as he fhalljudge expedient. Provided notwithftand- 
ing, That the feveral brigades, regiments and companies of 
militia, fhall remain as they are now formed, until new ar- 
rangements thereof fhall take place. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That there 
fhall be a brigade general and ftaff to each brigade of the mi- 
itia N confifting of a brigadiéy-general, a brigade- 
aoe who fhall alfo be fub-infpe€tor, arid a brigade quarter- 
snafter. ; 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That there 
fhall be a regimental, feld, commiflioned and non-commif- 
fioned flaff to each regiment of the militia aforefaid, confift- 
ing of one colonel, one leutenant-colonel, one major, one 
adjutant, one quarter-matter, one férjeant-major, one quarter- 
mmafter-ferjeant, one drum-major and one fife-major. 

And be it further enntted by the authority aforesaid, ‘That there 
fhall be one captain, one lieutenant, one enfign, one clerk, 
who fhall be fworn to the faithful difcharge of his duty, four 
ferjeants, four corporals, one drummer and one fifer, to each 
company of the faid, militia. Provided notwith/tanding, That 
in companies where; in purfuance of the law which by this 
; eee ak 


oo l l 
t s ] 
a& is répealed, two lieutenants are -în commifion, they. fhall 
continue to hold their prefent rank. es 
And be it further enacted by the -authority aforefoid, That: the 
Governor, or cortimander iti- chief, fhall appoint the deputy 
adjutant-general ; the major-generals {hall appoint the deputy 
quartér-malters of theft réfpectivée“divifions ; the brigadièr- 
genéyals firall appoint the quarter-mafters of their refpe&ive 
brigades ; the colonels fhalt appoint the ferjeant-majors, quar 
ter-thafter ferjeants, drum-majors and fife-ma‘ors of their re- 
fpedtive regiments; and the ¢aptains fhall appoint the nona 
comimifioned officers of their refpeCive companies. oe 
Arid Be it further enatted by the -authority aforefaid, That the 
adjutant-general {hall be commiffioned with thé rank- of bri- 
gadier-general, the deputy adjutant-generals with the-renk of 
colonels, and the aids dè camp and btigade-majors with the 
rank of majors ; the adjutants fhalt be commiffioned with the 
rank of firit lieutenant, and the ferjéants fhall each receive a 
wariant froin the colonel‘ef the regiment to which they ihal 
belong. l x 
And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That each 
and eyery major-general be, and hereby is impowered, and 
it thall’be his duty to give all fuch orders as dhall from tinë 
to time be neceflary, Confiftent with the law, for electing bri- 
gadier-generals, field-officers, captains and fubalterns, in bri- 
gades, regiments and companies, within his refpective divi- 
fion, which have not been already commiffioned ; and for fill- 
ing, up vacaricies of fuch officers, or any of them; where they 
now’ are, or may hereafter happen. “Previded always, That 
whenever a time fhall be appointed for the election of any 
officer or Officers, the eleCtors‘fhall have ten days notice there- 
of at leat; and all returns of elections, and-of- neglects or 
refufals to make.choice‘of officers, fhall-be-made.to-the: Go- 
vernor, by the major-general,, in whofe-divifion the-election 
{hall be ordered ;- and all cémmiffions-thall pafs through the 
hands of themajor-generals to the officers, in their relpective 
divifions, for whom they fhall be made out; and: every per- 
Yor who thall be elected to any office in the ‘faid militia;-and 
thall not within tert days after he ball have been: notified A 
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his election, fignify his acceptance thereof, fhall be confidered 
as declining to ferve in fuch office, and orders fhall be forth, 
with iffued for a new choice. 

~ And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That every 
perfon who thall be elected or appointed to any of the offices 
aforementioned, fhall, at the time of receiving his commiflion, 
take and fubfcribe the oath and declaration required by the 
conftitution of this Commonwealth, before fome Juftice of the 
Peace, or fome general or field-.officer, who fhall have previ- 
oully taken and fubfcribed them himfelf; and a certificate 
thereof fhall be made upon the back of every commiffion by 
the Juftice of the.Peace, or general or field-officer, before whom 
the faid oath and declaration {hall have been taken and fub- 
{cribed. 

And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That every 
non-commiiffioned officer and private foldier of the faid mili- 
tia not under the controul of parents, mafters or guardians, 
and being of fufficient ability therefor in the judgment of 
the feletmen of the town in which he fhall dwell, fhall equip 
himfelf, and be conftantly provided with a good fire-arm, 
with a fteel or iron ramrod, a {pring to retain the fame, a 
worm, priming wire and brufh, a bayonet fitted to his fire- 
arm, and a {cabbard and belt for the fame, a cartridge-box that 
will hold fifteen cartridges at leaft, fix flints, one pound of 
powder, forty leaden balls fuitable for his fire-arm, a haverfack, 
blanket and canteen ; and if any non-commiffioned officer or 
private foldier fhall neglect to-keep himfelf fo armed and 
equipped, he fhall forfeit and pay a fine not exceeding three 
pounds, in proportion to the value of the article or arti¢les'in 
which he fhall be deficient, at the difcretion ofthe Juitice of 
the Peace before whom trial fhall be had. . 

And be it further ena&ted by the authority aforefaid, That all 
parents, mafters and guardians, thall furnith thofe of the faid 
militia who fhall be under their careand command, with the 
arms and equipments afore. mentioned, under the like penal- 
ties for any neglect. 

And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That when- 
ever the feletmen of any town fhall judge any inhabitant 
: = i thereof, 
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thereaf, belonging to the faid militia, unable to arm and, 
equip himfelfin manner as aforefaid, they fhalt, at the expence 
of the town, provide.for and furnifh fuch inhabitant with, 
the aforefaid arms and equipments, which hall remain the 
property of the town at..the expence of which they fhall be 
provided; and if any foldier thall embezzle or defroy the | 
arms and equipments, or any part thereof, with which he 
{hall be fo furnifhed, he fhall upon conviction before {fome Juf- 
tice of the Peace in the county where fuch offender fhall live, 
be adjudged to replace the article or articles which thall be by 
him fo embezzled or deftroyed, and to pay the coft arifing 
from the procef$ againft him; and in cafe he thall not within 
fourteen days after fuch adjudication againft him perform the 
fame, it fhall be in the power of the {elemen of the town 
to which he thall belong, to bind him out to fervice or labor, 
for fuch term of time as fhall, in the difcretion of the faid 
Juftice, be fuficient to procure a fum of money equal to the 
amount of the valué of the article or articles embezzled or 
deftroyed, and to pay the coft arifing as aforefaid. 

And be it further enacted 2 the authority aforefaid, That every 
captain or commanding-officer of a company, fhall call the 
train-band of his company together four days in a year, and 
oftener if he hall judge neceflary, not exceeding fix days in 
the whoje, for the purpofe of examining their arms and equip- 
ments, and inftructing them in military exercifes ; and ‘hall 
alfo once ina year, on a day when he {hall mufter the train- 
band of his company, call together the alarm-lift belonging 
to his company, within the limits of the town of which they 
ihall be inhabitants, for the purpofe of examining their arms 
and equipments. 

` And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That when, 
any captain or commanding-officer of a company fhall think 
ft to mufter or call his company together, he {hall ifue his: 
orders therefor to one or more of his non-commiffioned ofii- 
cers, if he fhall have any, otherwife to one or more of the 
private foldiers belonging to his company, directing him or 
them to notify and warn the faid company to appear at fuch 
zime and place as fhall be appointed, and with fuch arms and 
`- sae .” ~ equipments 
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equipments as fhall be mentioned in the faid 6rdéts; andthe 
nbn-commiflioned officer or officers, or other pérfon or per- 
fons who fhall receive fuch orders, fhall give notice of the 
time and place appointed for, and of the arms and equip- 
ments to be ear¥ied to the faid miufter, to each and every 
perfon he or they MA be ordered to warn, eithes verbally or 
by leaving o a thereof at the ufüal place of 
abode of the pērion thus to be notified ahd warned; and nò 
notice fhall be decmèd ‘legal for mufters fof the purpofe of 
common and ordinary military exercifes, unlefs it fhall be 
given four’days at leaft previous to the tittle appointed there- 
for; and evéry Non-commiflioned officer ör other perfon whp 
thall neglect to give the faid notice arid warning when ordered 
thereto, by the f4ptain or commanding-officer of the com- 
pany to which:Ne hall belong, fhall, for fuch offence, forfeit 
and pay a Tum Rot exceeding forty fhillings, mor Jef than 
twenty fhilling’s, at the difcretion of thé Juftice of the Péaċe 
before whom trial fhail be had. 

And be it firther enacted by the authority aforefaid, That every 
non-commiffioned officer and private folder belonging‘ to the 
train-bahd, and every pérfon belonging to the aldrm-litt, who, 
being duly notified of the time anél placé appointed for the 
mutter of the company tó which ‘he thall belong, hall unne- 
ceffarily ‘neglect to appear ‘armed and. equipped as the captain 
or commanding-officer fhall dired, fhall pay a fine of ten thil- 
lings; and every non-commiiflidned ‘officer and private fol- 
dier of the train-band, and every perfon belonging to the 
alarm-lift, who fhall bë diforderly or ‘difobedient’ on a mufter~ 
day, {ali be confined during the tittie'of faid mufter at the 
difcretion of his officers, and thall pay a fine’ not exceeding 
forty fhillings, nor lef than twelve’ fhillings, at the difcretion. 
of the Juftice of the Peace to whónt complaint fhall be made. 
Providéd neverthelefi, That whén any non-commmiflioned officer 
or private foldiér belénging’to the'ttain-band, or any other 
perfon ‘belonging to the alarm-lift, fhalt neglečt to appear on 
a mufter-day wheh notified as aforefaid, and dhall within eight 
days thereafter make application to the captain or command. 
ing-oflicer of the comipany to which he’ fhall belong, and ob- 
tain the extufe of the faid captain or cominaane oiera es 
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{hall pay him thè aforefaid fine of ten dhillings, and mhall pro- 
cure a certificate thereof, in every fuch cafe he thall be barred 
againft any aćtion“or Tuit for fuch offence. 

And be it further. enatted.by the authority aforefaid, That the 
teftimony of any non-commiffioned: officer or other perfon, 
under oath, who-dhall have recéivedlorders agreeably to law 
for notifying and warning any compzny; or a ‘part thereof, to 
appear at atime and place appointed for a mutter, fhall 
be fufficient to. prove that due notice fhall have been given 
tò the party againft whom, complaint may be made, unlefs fach 
teftimony thall be invalidated by other fufficient evidence." - 
. find be it further enafted bj the authority-eforefaid, That when 
any perfon belonging to the train-band or alarm-lift, hall, by 
neglect of duty, by not appearing on mufter-days, or by not 
being provided with arms and equipments as this law: diredts, 
or by difobedience of orders; or by difordetly behaviour, for~ 
feit any fum of money fet and affixed by this law to fuch of 
fences, or either of them, under the fum.of four pounds, the 
fame fhall be recovered in manner following, that is to fay, The 
clerk of the company to which the offender thall belong, fhalt 
after the expiration of eight’days, and within fixty days after 
the offence fhall be committed, make complaint thereof, and 
of all matters of fubftance and material circumftances attend- 
ing the fame, to’ fome Juttice öf the Peace in thè county where 
{fuch offender fhall Hve, who fhall make a record thereof, and. 
fhall iffue a fummons to the party complained of, to be ferved. 
{even days at leaft before. the time appointed for the trial, in > 
the form following, mutatis mutandis. S es 


Lo the Sherif of the faid County, or his. Deputy, or 
gS any or either of the Conptables of the Town of 
a within the Jame County 
. Nany P eee f GRErTINe. 
* TÑ. the name of the’ Commoriwealth of Mafachytts, you 
are hereby required to fummon C.D. of - ir. the county 
of ` ” to appear before me E. F. one ofthe Juitices of 


the Peace forthe county aforefaid,at- in On - a 
a B e 
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-natou © vofthe clock in the’ . noon; 


er 
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day of . “inthe yearef-ourLorp, ©. > [oy 
e e a I e EE Juftiee.of the Peace. 
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he fhall negleét for four days thereafter to fatisfy the fame; 
and légal cofts, then the Jultice of the Peace before whom the 
trial may be had, thal] iffue his warrant of diftrefs, under his, 
hand and feal: im the form following, mutatis mutandis. 


+ 
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ie Seal, BN To.the Sheriff of the faid Gotntys,or bis Deputy, or- 
& l a any or: cither of the Gonftables of: the Town of 
eB oe aithin the fame County, .- 

fe ES a eee Be Fie ne. uau? ag, GREETING: 
“WHEREAS C.D.of _ uponthe —. day.of_: being 
x private foldier in che train-barid (as. the cafe may bey of the 


company of foot commanded by "in the regiment of 
militia in the faid county of eommanded, by - wag 
duly notified to appear upanthe > day of ~ im thetown 
of in the county aforefaid, with his” arms and equip- 


ments, as the law of this Commonwealth directs ; and thefaid 
C. D. in violation. of the faid law, did unneceflarily neglect to, 
appear (or did not appear armed and equipped as the cafemay , 
be) whereby lte hath forfeited and ought tepay the- fum of 
.: .- fillings, to’ the ufeés direéted by law; And thé faid 
C-D. haying been dyly fummaned to,appear before me L,I. 
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one of the: hultices of the Peace for the county aforefaid, ‘to, 
{ew caute, if any he. had, why a warrant of diltrefs ‘fhould’ 
not be Hyped for the fame fum, did not appear. (or appearing 
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didnotithew fuficient taule why the fame warrant fhould not 
be iffwed, as the cafe may be): ` ee i. ae 
IN the name of the Comnionwealth of Maffchufetts, you 
are therefore commanded forthwith, of the goods or chattels: 
‘of the fid C. Ds.within your precinct, to levy. by. diftrefs and. 
fale thereof -the aforefaid fiim of.-° fhillings, with: 
for charges of fuit, being in the wholethéfumof © . and 
to pay the fame to . clerk of the aforefaid company; and 
alfo of the goods and chattels of the faid C. D.-to levy- 
for this writ, together with your own fees, and for want of 
fuch goods or chattels of the fid C.D, to be by him fhewn to 
you, or, found within your precinct, you are commanded to 
take the body of the faid C. D. and him commit to the com- 
men goalin. __ in thé county_aforefaid; and ‘the keeper 
thereof is hereby commanded to receive the faid C. D. into 
thé, faid goal; and.him fafely keep- until he hall pay the fum 
aforefaid, together with legal fees and‘cofts, or until. he fhalt 
be. otherwife difcharged by order of law; and you-are to 
make return of this warrant with your doings therein, unto 
myfelf, within twenty days next coming, for which this {hall 
be; your fufficient warrant. Hereof fail not.. Given under 
my hand and feal,-the day of. . in the year of our 


LORD, - i 
ta : E. F. Juftice of the Peace. 


Provided always, That when any perfon thall appear before 
the Juftice of the Peace upon notification as aforefaid, and 
Shall claim an appeal tothe Court of. Common Pleas next to 
be holden inthe fame county, to which he hall be and hereby- 
is entitled, the fame fhall be granted upon his recognizing with 
fureties to profecute his appeal, and to pay whatever fine, 
cofts and fees, hall be adjudged againft him at thefame Court, 
which recognizance fhall be.taken to the clerk of the com- 
panytto which ‘fuch appellant {thall belong, and hall be ac- 
knowledged before and certified by the Juftice of the Peace 
in the fame manner as recognizances are in appeals from Juf- 
tices of the Peace in other cafes; and no appeal fhall be al~ 
lowed -from the faid Court of Common Pleas. _ pe 
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` And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That if 
judgment fhall be rendered againft fuch appellant in fack Court: 
of Common Pleas, the judgment fhall be three times the fum 
of the fine fet and affixed in this act, with additional cofts. 
And be: it further. enacted: by the-authority- aforefaid, ‘That all 
fums of rnoney that thall be forfeited and recovered as afore” 
faid, fhall be difpofed of one moiety to the clerk, who fhall 
recover the fame, and the other moiety to the captain of the 
company to which the offender fhall belong, in truft for the 
ufe of the faid company. — Ea P a A os 
And be it farther-enacted by the authority aforefaid, That. in all 
cafes to be determined’ ds-aforefaid, the Juftices of the” Pedce 
and the Courts of Common Pleas, before-whom the fame fhall 
be, thall. feverally tax the fame fees as in actions between party: 
and party.in other cafes. SE aan 
z. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefatd, That every 
fepiment of: thë: trainzband . sforelaid ‘fhall’- mufter-either in 
xeviment or battalion once in every year, atleaft, on fich day 
and at fuch place as the colonel or comimunding-officér shalt 
appoint. am » ee $ 4 j 
` And be it further énadted -by the autherity-aforefoid, That at-a 
regimental muftéť the feveral companies compofine the réi- 
ment fhall form in regiment or battalion, according-to the 
rank of .the.officersipréfeit commanding them, in order that 
the companies may in all cafes be under the immediate com- 
dand’ of ‘tlieir ‘own officers. __ aa l 
And be it firther enacted by the authority aforefaid, That eacks 
major-general fhadmdke a réturh ‘of ‘the divifion ‘under. his 
command to thé Adjut#it-cetreral; on’ or befbre‘the firk day 
of Fune; annually, ipecifying the number Of officers and fol- 
diers, diftinguithing the trdin-band from. the alarm-lift, and 
the ftate of their arms andi equipments and, the adjatant- 
general hatl digeft the whpteint6!a geltefal return, and pre- 
Tent the fame to thé Commanded irr chief > tO 
And be it futther enaéied bythe antherity aforefaid,’ That. the 
ridjutdiitigenetal, deputy adjutant-gerierals and: Brigade-ma- 
Jors fhal prefer their aééounits for fervicés.“ performed’ in the 
execution of theif-duty; with proper vouchers and certificates, 
to the General Court for allowance and payment. i And 
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- And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That every 

officer holding a commiffion in the faid militia, who fhall be 
accufed of any unmilitary conduct, either in neplect of duty, ° 
difobedience of orders, or in any other manner, fhall be liable 
to be tried by a general court-martial, and if found guilty by 
fuch Court, to be thereby fentenced to be reprimanded by the ¢ 
Prefident thereof, or to be removed from his office. o 

And he it further- enacted by the authority aforefaid, That no 
general court-martial fhall- confift of a lefs number than thir- 
teen commiffioned-officers, the Prefident of which fhail not be 
under the rank of a.field-officer.. : 

‘And be it further enaétéd bythe authority aforefaid, That the 
commander in chief fhall appoint courts-martial for the trial 
of major-generals ; major-generals fhall appoint them for the 
trial of brigadier-generals, within their refpective divifions 5 
and brigadier-generals fhall appoint them for the trial of field- 
officers, and officers of rank inferior to that of field-officers, 
within their refpettive brigades ; and no officer who fhall ap- 
point a court-martial fhall himfelf be Prefident thereof ; nor 
{hall any fentence of a court-martial for the removal of any 
officer: from his office-be put in execution until it fhall have 

en‘approved of by the commander in chief. > - ` 
- And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, "That the 
‘officer‘who fhall appoint a court-martial fhall at the fame 
time appoint a fuitable perfon for a Judge-Advocate ; and all 
‘officers to be tried*by a court-martial {hall have feafonable no- 
tice of the time and place appointed for trial, and a copy of 
the charges exhibited againft him, and fhall be put under ar- 
‘teft‘Io far as to be fufpended from the exercife of his office’; 
ahdin cafe‘any afficer, for thé trial of whom a court-martial 
fhall'be-appointed, fhall neglect to appear and make defence, 
he fhall be deemed by the-faid Court guilty of the charge, and 
Thali be fentenced accordingly. . . 
“And be it further-enatted by the authority aforefaid, That all 
petions fliall:be holden to appear and give evidence before any 
‘court-martial (under: the fame penalties for neglect as are by 
law provided for witnelles in other cafes) when thereto fum- 
‘wgoned by any Juftice of the Peace, who is hereby authorized 
reais 5 eo a, ` to 
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to fummon fuch witnefles'in the county to which he fhaltbe- 
long; and no fee fhall be required by the Juftice of the Peace, 
for fuch fervice. . ’ e- D 
And be it further enadted by the o aforefaid, That all the 
all, previoufly to their, 


and fixty rounds, of powder in flannel.cartridges,; which 


Eob Tia 
a 


z # 


= 


L ow J 


quantity. of ammunition ‘Shall be increaféd whenever the Go- 
yernor or commander in chief may judgethe fafety of theCom- 


~- monwealth fhall require it; andthe captains. of the faid com-' ` 


panies of artillery. {hall give their receipts for the ammuni- 
tion;and other articles with which the companies under their 
cae {hall be fo provided, and. be accountable for the 
ame. ; aoe i 
. And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That the 
Goyernor, with the advice of Council, be, and hereby is im- 
powered to raife, by voluntary inliftment, three {quadrons of 
cavalry in the firft divifion, and two fquadrons of- cavalry in 
the fecond divifion, and one in each of the other divifions of 


* the militia aforefaid ;-each {quadron to confift of two troops, 


and each troop to have one captain, two lieutenants, one cor- 
net, four ferjeants, the firft of wham {hall be the clerk, one 
trumpeter and thirty-four privates; and to form the fame in- 
to a regiment, which fhall have a field commiffioned and. non~ 
commiffioned ftaff; confifting-of one colonel, one lieutenant- 
colonel, one major, an adjutant, a quarter-mafter and a trum- 
pet-major. i m 

And be it further enadted by the authority aforefaid, That every. 
officer, non-commiffioned officer and private, belonging to. 


_ the. faid cavalry, thall keep himfelf provided with a -good 


. horfe.not lefs than fourteen hands and, an half high, a faddle,. 


` bridle, holfters, piftols, fword, boots and fpurs, a carbine with: 


a.fpring and fling, a cartouch-box, with twelve rounds.of çar- 
tridge and ball for his carbine, and fix for each piftal, nine 
flints,-a cloak and canteen. 

And be it further eniatted by the authority aforefaid, That the of- 
ficers of the faid corps of artillery and cavalry thall be elected, 
appointed and commiffioned, in the fame manner as officers of 
the train-band, in the faid militia are elected, appointed and 
commiffioned. S 

_ And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That the 
officers, non-commiffioned officers and privates, belonging to 
the faid corps.of artillery and cavalry, fhall be fubject to the 
fame rules and regulations as are by this.act provided for the 
train-band in the militia aforefaid ; and the feveral companies 

i moe ee belonging 
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belonging to the faid corps Thall be fubjett -tô the immediate 
orders of the major-general commanding the divifion within 
which the fame {hall be raifed. a: i 

And be it further enacted by the authority aferefaid, That the 
colonels or commanding-ofticers of the faid artillery and ca- 
valry fhall make return in time and manner ds ‘this a@ dire&s 
for the militia at large. . i era 
. And be it further enađed by the authority aforefaid, That Jut- 
tices of the Courts of Common Pleas, Judges of.Probate, 
Jultices of the Peace, fheriffs, elders and deacons'of churches, 
church-wardens, matters of arts, perfons who have by com- 
miffion under any government or Congreds, -or -by ele@ion 
in purfuance of any Congtrefs of ‘the United Btates, or either 
of them, held the office of a fubaltern or officer of higher rank, 
perfons while actually employed as maiters of veflels of more 
than thirty tons burthen, conftables.and deputy-theriffs, and 
alfo fuch phyficians, furgeons, ‘ftated fchool-mafters, ferrymen 
and millers, as the felectmen of the-towns to whith they fhall 
feverally belong, fhall, by a writing under: their hands, figni- 
fy the expediency of exempting, fhall be, and hereby.- are 
exempted from the train-band aforefaid, at 

And be it further enaéied by the authority aforsfaid, That the 
Hieutenant-Governor, members of the Council, Senate, and 
Houfe of-Reprefentatives, members óf Congrefs, -the Secre~ 
tary of the Commonwealth, Juftices ‘of the Supreme Judicial 
Court, felectmen for the time being, minifters of the gofpel, 
grammar-dchool matters, the officers and ftudents of Harvard- 
College, the denomination of chriftians called Quakers, ne- 
grocs, Indiansand mulattoes, fhal by, and hereby are exempted 
from both the train-band and alarm-lift aforefaids. © ~>- 

And be it further enacted bythe authority aforefaid,. That each 
town within this Commonwealth fhall be conitantly provided 
with one barrel of gun-powder, containing one: hundred 
weight, three hundr Fercight of ‘leaden balls of various fizes, 
and three hundred flints, for‘every -fixty foldiers in the train- 
band, and the fame-proportion fot any greater’ or fmaller 
pumber, — ` S | 
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“And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That every 
‘town which fhall neglect to keep conftantly provided with the 
ftock of ammunition aforefaid, fhall forfeit and pay, to the 


ufe of the Commonwealth, the fum of five pounds, to be re- 


covered by prefentment in the Court of General Seffions of 
the Peace, in the county to which fuch town fhall belong ; and 
it dhall be the duty of Grand Jurors to make enquiry and caufe 
to be prefented {fuch town or towns as {hall be guilty of fuch 
neglect ° 707 5 o aa 

nd be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That when- 
ever the Governor or commander in chief thall order a detach- 
ment from the militia aforefaid, and any perfon who shall be 


detached in obedience of fuch orders, being duly notified 


x 
ve 


thereof and ordered te march to the place of rendezvous, - 


fhall neglect or refufe to obey fuch order, or fhall not within 


twenty-four ‘hours after he fhalt have been notified as afore-. 


faid, pay a fine of ten pounds to the captain or commanding 
officer of the company to which he fhall belong, or procure 
an able-bodied man in his ftead, fuch perfon fhall bë confi- 
dered as a foldier in fuch detachment, and be dealt with aca 
cordingly ;. and in all cafes where the faid fine fhall be paid, 
the fame fhall be applied to hiring men for any fervice-whi 


* 


fhall be required of the company under the command of thè, 


captain or officer who fhall receive the fame. 


And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That the 
denomination of Chriftians called Quakers, although exempted , 


by this act from perfonal military fervices, fhall be fubject ne- 


verthelefs to pay their proportion of all expences for faifing ` 
men for the public defence; and the fame fhall be affeffed upon _ 


them by the affeflors of the towns to which they shall belong, 
according to the tules prefcribed by law for making other af- 
feffments, and {hall be colleéted in the fame manner-as other 
taxes are collected; and the money which fhall be fo collected 


{ball be paid into the public treafury for the ufe of the Com- 


monwealth ; and the affeflors of towns in which the faid af- 
{eflments are by this law required, hall within ten days after 
orders fhall be received by the military officers for raifing men, 
aflefs the fame, and commit a lift or lifts thereof to fame cola 
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leĝor or colleĝors of thetown, with fufficient warrant tòcol- 
le& the fame; and within twenty days after fuch affefment; 
{hall alfo make a returna to the Treafurer-ọf. the-Common- 
wealth, fpecifying the fum or-fums by them affeffed, and:the 
collector or collectors te whom the affeffment fhall be com. 
mitted; and-afleflors.and-collectors fhall perform ‘the.faid fer- 
vices under like penalties for: neglect as the law. provides in 
other cafes, 

And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That the. 
Governor, with-the-advice of Council, be, and. hereby. is-im- 
powered’to-appoint-a fuitable perfon.to-the office of: quarter- 
mafter-generalj who-fhall be holden-to-perform the duties -in- 
cident to his office, and {hall receive- compenfation therefor 
upon exhibiting his accounts, properly: vouched and certified, 
to the: General Court. : 

“And be it further enacted by-the authority aforsfaid, That-the 
Governor, with the-advice of Council, be, and hereby: is em- 
powered to appoint a deputy-commiffary: for-each:.divifion of 
the militia aforefaid,; who {hall be fworn to a faithful difcharge . 
of. the duties-of his-office ; and dhall be accountable.to, and. 
obey the orders of-the commiflary-general of this Common- 
wealth, in all matters. refpecting- his-office.. 

And bett further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That when- 
ever the militia, or-any part-thereof, of any. town within this. 
Commonwealth, fhall be ordered-to- march for the immediate 
defence of - this or any-of the United States of- America, each: 
officer and f{oldier fhall provide and take with-him three. days 
provifions, unlefs, otherwife ordered; and the,feletmen :of 
fách town {hall caufe carriages to attend them with further ne-. 
ceflary provifions and camp uteniils, and fhall-continue,to. for- 
ward to the commiflary, or deputy-commiflary, {ufficient fap- 
plies for the men marched -from their refpective towns, until 
notice fhall be given to them bythe commiflary-or deputy- 
commiflary to Fal l ee at z 
‘ And the feléctmen who-ihall :fo furnifh fupplies, fhall lay: 
their- accounts with proper certificates of -the proevifions fup+ 
plied by them, and ofthe- expences incurred therefrom, be 
fore thée-General Courtforallowance-and payments. - 
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Tn the House of REPRESENTATIVES, March 10, 178 a 


This bill having had three feveral readings, paffed to be 
enacted. | 


SAMUEL A. OTIS, Speaker. 
In SEN ATE, March to, 1785. ` 
This bill having had two feveral readings, a to be 


enacted. 


SAMUEL ADAM S, Prefident, 


Approved, 
THOMAS CUSHING, 


A 
A. true copy. Atteft. 
JOHN AVERY, jun. Secretary. 
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